LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 31st OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), P. Gregory Hood, P Jennings, K. Osborne, & I. Seccombe
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from G. Jones
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th September 2011 were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1. Flood Defence Assistance Grant
The Clerk reported that John Lucas is planning to do the work at the end of November.
4.2 Directional Sign on Triangle

The Clerk reported that the replacement directional sign has been installed on the triangle.
5. FINANCE

5.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 30th September 2011, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £20154.77 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:

John Ward Landscapes


grass mowing



  £720.00

Coton Builders



repair playground equipment &






re-positioning of  traffic mirror

£1351.20
G Jones




website domain fee


    £10.79
5.2 Retrospective Confirmation of Payment

The Council confirmed retrospectively the following payment that had been made since the last meeting
Warks, Solihull & Birmingham

Training Partnership


training course fee


     £30.00
5.3 Notice Board

P. Morris reported that Glasdons supply an aluminium alloy notice board, which is cheaper than those made of wood. The price of the medium size, which would take eight A4 sheets, was £671.90 plus VAT. In addition, it would probably cost about £80/£100 to erect it and concrete into the ground. After some discussion, it was decided that the council would prefer a wooden board, although appreciating that it might cost significantly more. It was agreed that P. Morris would investigate further.
P. Jennings suggested that once the replacement board opposite “The Fox” was in position, the notice board on the village green should be removed. It was generally thought that this notice board was poorly positioned, not easily accessible and was not read by many parishioners. It was agreed that it should be removed. 
6. BANK MANDATE
P. Morris & P. Gregory-Hood signed the new bank mandate form removing M. Nightingale as a signatory and adding K. Osborne.
7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

7.1 Woodfield Farm

P. Morris advised that work relating to the first sanctioned planning application had commenced. The Planning Department has referred the latest application, which is still outstanding, to Wellesbourne Parish Council for their comments,

7.2 Public Footpath SD78 diversion

P. Morris advised that the County Council have forwarded this application to the Secretary of State. There should be a decision early next year.
8. TRAFFIC CALMING
8.1 Village Gateways

The Clerk advised that the work is scheduled to start on 3rd November.
P. Morris proposed that once the new signs are in situ, we should then wait for a reasonable time to assess their impact before deciding on proceeding to stage two of the plan. This was agreed.

8.2 Parking in Goldicote Road

K. Osborne advised that vehicles often park on the grass verge adjacent to the playing field entrance. This obscures the view of the highway especially for children leaving the field and wishing to cross the road. It was further suggested that it would be preferable if the cars parked in the road, which would provide good traffic calming.

The possibility of placing signs on the verge was discussed. P. Jennings said that it may be tennis club members and it was agreed that initially he would send an email to members requesting them not to park on the verge.
8.3 Police Speed Checks
P. Morris asked about a further loan of the speed gun and K. Osborne said that it had been requested.

9. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

9.1 Multi Play

P. Morris advised that the repair work to the multi-play had been completed. 
9.2 Maintenance
P. Morris said that he had inspected the play area and had decided that it was now too late this year to arrange for the weed treatment.
P. Jennings proposed that, in the spring, we should purchase a new membrane, and that the chippings should be renewed. In addition, he suggested that the swings and the barrier on the road should be painted.
P. Morris reported that R. Mole had agreed to clear the hedge and it was hoped the work should be completed shortly.
9.3 Rough Area of Land opposite Play Area

P. Morris advised that he had inspected this land. There is a large hump and rubble. He suggested that we should let the weeds die down and we should then decided whether we need John Lucas to remove.

10. DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
P. Gregory-Hood advised that he would be happy to have a party and barbecue, similar to the Annual Bonfire Party organised by the Friend of Loxley School. He understood that the Friends of Loxley School would be prepared to be involved and it was agreed that he should talk to Helen Chidgey. I. Seccombe said that, the Parish Council might have powers to donate funds to a Jubilee Celebration organised by the village and we should consider this at the time of setting the precept. 
11. CORRESPONDENCE
WALC are arranging a planning presentation, which will include the development of neighbourhood plans, on Saturday 24th March at Ettington Community Centre. Any Councillors wishing to attend should advise the Clerk.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
12.1 Fuel Syndicates

P. Jennings asked the council’s opinion about fuel syndicates. The general view was that they did not really work, as people required the delivering of fuel at different times.

12.2 Community Orchards

P. Jennings raised the subject of Community Orchards. I. Seccombe said that one had been set up at Tysoe and she would put him in touch with them to obtain further information.
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 12th December at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.17 p.m.
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