LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 28th MARCH 2011 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), M Nightingale, P Gregory Hood, G. Jones, K. Osborne & I Seccombe
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 24th January were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1. Traffic Mirrors at front of Fox Cottage
P. Morris advised that he had asked P. Coton to move the traffic mirrors.
4.2. Snow Warden

P. Morris advised that he had heard nothing further from Stuart Birch concerning the possibility of him taking on the role of snow warden. The Clerk said that as the voluntary snow warden scheme was a trial for Winter 2010/2011 and the winter was virtually over, it would be best to leave this matter in abeyance to await any proposed scheme for Winter 2011/2012.

4.3 Snow Shovels

P. Morris advised that two snow shovels had been purchased and they would be stored at Wrens Nest.

4.4 Royal Wedding Party
M. Nightingale advised that the proposed street party was not proceeding due to lack of interest. However, it was hoped that something would still happen.
4.5. Flood Prevention - Jetting of Drains

The Clerk advised that, as yet, she had been unable to discuss this matter with Jeff Morris of County Highways.
4.6. Village Website

G. Jones advised that he had spoken to the landlord at ‘The Fox’ about their section on the village website. He was told that they are working on it. G. Jones said it would be easier to leave the section on the website rather than having to re-instate it at a later date. However, if no progress has been made in the near future the very out of date menus and calendar of events will be deleted. 

5. FINANCE
5.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd March 2011, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £15328.86 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:

Warwickshire County Council

contribution gateway signing works

£1000.00 

W. A. Gadd



clerk's salary 6 months



  £600.00 Customs & Excise


3 months PAYE



    £75.00 

W. A. Gadd



postages for year



    £14.76 Ground Force Leisure


snow shovels



 
    £77.28 Arden Pest Control


mole control



 
    £80.00 
The Clerk advised that she had requested payment of the £1000 village gateway grant from the Community Grant Scheme 2008/2009 and it should be received shortly.

5.2 Retrospective Confirmation of Payment

M. Nightingale proposed and G. Jones seconded that the Council confirm retrospectively the following payments made since the last meeting:

Staples UK Ltd



stationery



 
  £131.12 

WCC Loxley School


ground maintenance



  £342.32 

WCC Loxley School


hire of school



 
    £24.00 

Eaga PLC



flood sax



 
  £180.00
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
6.1 Public Footpath SD78 diversion

The Clerk advised that she had spoken to County Footpaths to ascertain the up to date situation in respect of this footpath. She advised that the objectors had been asked to withdraw their objection letters but four persons had refused. This means that the matter will be referred to an Area Committee consisting of local County Councillors. I. Seccombe, who is a member of that committee, confirmed that this would be the next stage and it would be a public meeting.
6.2 Public Footpath Oakham Farm and Cottage

G. Jones advised that the public footpath, which passes Oakham Cottage, is usually blocked due the residents padlocking the gate. He had called at the cottage requesting the gate be opened but it is still being padlocked. It was agreed that he would email the details to the Clerk who would take up the matter with County Footpaths.
6.3 Woodfield Farm

The Clerk reported that a planning application for the erection of storage barn, feed/implement store, loose boxes, tack & washroom and construction of menage had been received. Four councillors had considered the application and it had been decided to respond that the council had no objection provided that the proposed buildings were used for private domestic use only. We expressed concern about the access and dangerous junction and would not want to see any business development that would increase traffic volume.
7. TRAFFIC CALMING
7.1 Speed Guns Volunteer Scheme
K Osborne advised that we had recently had the speed guns on loan. They had been used on five occasions and twelve cars had been logged as exceeding the speed limit.
7.2 Village Gateways
M. Nightingale advised that one parishioner had objected to the moving of the 30 mph signs on the Stratford Road and this had delayed the installation of the new village signs. However, this objection has now been withdrawn and it is hoped that the work will proceed as soon as possible. 
8. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

M Nightingale advised that Digley Associates carried out the inspection without advising him. This was despite his request that he should be present. We now await the report. 
M. Nightingale has arranged the maintenance rota for the summer period.

9. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

I. Seccombe has kindly agreed to speak and take questions on the Locality Bill. J. Chatwin, Chairman of the Governors has been asked to present the school report & P. Gregory Hood will present the church report.

10. CORRESPONDENCE
10.1 General Correspondence
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
10.2 Specific Correspondence

A letter has been received from Stratford District Council advising a reduction in the Highway Verge Cutting due to the reduction in central government funding. The number of cuttings will be reduced from nine to five per year.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1 County Library Consultation

M. Nightingale raised the issue of the proposed cutbacks in library services and the consultation that is currently being undertaken. It was agreed that the notice should be displayed prominently on the village notice board.

11.2 Tanglewood Cottages
M. Nightingale pointed out that these cottages have been empty for around five years and are deteriorating. He has contacted Carol Roberts who is the District Empty Houses Officer for Stratford District Council.

11.3 Directional Sign on Triangle
This sign has still not been replaced and the Clerk will contact Jeff Morris of County Highways to ascertain the up to date situation.

11.4 School

P. Gregory Hood reported that the school intend to carry out campaigns about litter and dog mess. I. Seccombe suggested that they should contact the dog warden for assistance on the latter.

He also advised that the school wanted a directional sign to the school at the bottom of the village for promotional purposes. I. Seccombe advised that it was not usually County Highways policy to finance or allow directional signs for promotional and advertising purposes. The Clerk said that when she spoke to Jeff Morris about the replacement of the directional sign on the triangle, she would raise the issue. She would ask whether, if the sign has not been manufactured yet, it would be possible to add a reference to the school.
11.5 Dates of Meetings

It was agreed that the Annual Parish Council Meeting should be on 16th May. Other council meetings will be on 11th July 2011, 12th September 2011, 31st October 2011, 12th December 2011, 23rd January 2012, and 26th March 2012. The Annual Parish Meeting will be on 25th April 2012.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 16th May 2011 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
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