LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 23rd JANUARY 2012 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), G. Jones, P Jennings, K. Osborne, & I. Seccombe
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from P. Gregory Hood.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 2011 were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1. Flood Defence Assistance Grant
P. Morris reported that the Flood Relief Work in front of Meer Barn Farm had been completed and the grant has been claimed.
4.2 Community Orchards

P. Jennings advised that he had spoken to the person at Tysoe who is responsible for their Community Orchard Scheme. He said that their scheme seemed much more ambitious that what we had in mind. After some discussion, the council thought that we might plant some fruit trees on the rough area at the Goldicote Road end of the playing field. P. Morris will chase John Lucas for his quote in respect of clearance of this area.
4.3 Planning Presentation at Ettington Village Hall
The Clerk advised that she had booked five places for the presentation on Saturday 24th March.

5. TRAFFIC CALMING
5.1 Speed Gun

K. Osborne advised that we might have a further loan of the speed gun in about six weeks time.
5.2 SpeedAware Scheme 
The Clerk presented papers to the meeting concerning the new SpeedAware Scheme. It is a three week survey which includes covert speed gun operation at the beginning and end of the period, four half days of flashing speed signs, a temporary radar box to measure speed, and a survey report at the end. The cost is £250 and P. Morris proposed that we proceed with the scheme. G. Jones seconded and it was unanimously agreed.

5.3 School

K. Osborne reported that the school were concerned about speeding. He will report back that the Parish Council share their concern and are endeavouring to improve matters. He will ask the school to ensure that the parents and staff are parking as previously agreed.

5.4 Village Gateways
The Clerk advised that Graham Stanley of WCC Highways had advised that we wait for six months before deciding whether we wish to proceed with the gates. In addition, it was decided that we should await the SpeedAware report.

5.5 Parking in Goldicote Road

P. Morris advised that he had met with Jeff Morris of WCC Highways and it had been agreed that Highways would install bollards and paint yellow lines on the road adjacent to the playing field entrance. As this is a road safety issue, the parish council will not have to pay towards the cost.
6. DIAMOND JUBILEE
P. Morris reported that a meeting had been held with Helen Chidgey and Wilf Ayres. The Parish Council attendees were P. Morris, K Osborne, and W. Gadd. Helen Chidgey advised that “The Fox” intended organising a Diamond Jubilee event and that the Friends of Loxley School would be assisting. In the light of this information together with the restrictions on the Parish Council financing a village party, it was agreed not to proceed. However, Ken Osborne suggested that the Parish Council might plant an English oak tree on the village green to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee. This was generally thought to be a good idea, possibly with a ceremonial planting on the morning of the Jubilee. It is understood that the event at “The Fox” will be from lunchtime onwards. 
P Morris proposed that we should investigate and arrange for a survey of the trees already on the village green, so that the new tree might be planted in the best place. Once the survey had been undertaken, we should proceed with the acquiring of an appropriate tree. K. Osborne seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously.

7. FINANCE & BUDGET FOR 2012/2013
7.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 30th December 2011, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £17685.57 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:

John Lucas


flood prevention work



£1620.00

Staples



printing cartridges & stationery


  £121.21
Warks County Council

speedaware survey



  £250.00

7.2 Retrospective Confirmation of Payment

The Council confirmed retrospectively the following payments that had been made since the last meeting

John Ward Landscapes


grass mowing



£264.00

P. Morris



R. Mole re tidying hedge

  £50.00

7.3 Grass Tender

The Clerk advised that John Ward Landscapes were maintaining existing prices for the forthcoming mowing season.
7.4 Budget and Precept 2012/2013
The Clerk presented a financial budget for 2012/13 together with a suggested Parish Precept (please see attached). The Councillors considered the budget and discussed various aspects of it in detail. G. Jones proposed that the budget and precept should be approved and this was seconded by K. Osborne. The Councillors unanimously approved the Budget and the suggested Precept of £7600. The Clerk was authorised to advise Stratford District Council accordingly.
8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

8.1 Public Footpath SD78 diversion

The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from The Planning Directorate advising that The Inspector will be visiting the site during the week of 23rd January. 
8.2 Tanglewood
The Clerk advised that a new application had been received for the demolition of the two cottages and the construction of one detached house. This application is in replacement for the planning permission granted in 2006 and which has now expired. Four parish councillors inspected the site last Saturday and it was agreed that in principle the council was in favour of the site being redeveloped but they had concerns about the size of the new house, its position on the site and the proximity to the boundary with Yew Tree Cottage. G. Jones had drafted a response to the Planning Department: and it was agreed that, with some small amendments, it should be submitted as follows:
The Parish Council has examined the revised plans for the demolition of Tanglewood Cottages and replacement with one five bedroom dwelling. Our deliberations have also involved a site visit, a review of the previous planning permission (6/03216/FUL) – which we note was granted with conditions (10-11-06) – plus discussions with the owners of neighbouring properties. 

In line with our previous position, the Parish Council reconfirms that it does not have any objection in principle to the redevelopment of the site and replacement of the existing cottages with a new dwelling. However, the Parish Council notes some changes have been made in the detail of the revised planning application. Significantly, in our view, the footprint of the development is now greater than that in the previous application and in relation to the current area covered by the Cottages.  

The Parish Council wishes to express its concern in respect of this increase in the size of the development and its impact on the neighbouring property. Our objections are twofold:  

1. First, the extension in the width of the building means that it effectively fills the plot and constitutes ‘cramming’. This is contrary to the position adopted in the Village Design Statement and approved by the District Council (adopted in March 2007). 

The Design Statement states: 

‘Cramming large buildings on small sites should be avoided. Redevelopment should respect the context of neighbouring buildings and the wider village’. (Loxley Village Design Statement, page 7). 

2. Second, the increase in the development area whilst small, now brings the property much closer to the boundary with Yew Tree Cottage. The two properties are currently separated by a hedge and (for part way) a wire mesh fence, which delineates the border. Measurements taken on the site visit indicate less space between the proposed redevelopment and the boundary than that illustrated on the developers plan. This brings the redevelopment unduly close to the boundary of the neighbouring property and does not leave sufficient space for the path to the side of property as illustrated in the developers plan.
Loxley Parish Council remains content in principle with the redevelopment of the site and the overall design of the proposed redevelopment. However, we have reservations about detailed changes to the extant application. The Parish Council is therefore of the view that approval, if granted, must be subject to conditions. These conditions also include specific reference to the changes in the detail of the previously approved planning application, namely that: 

· Revised plans are submitted, which either reduce the footprint of the building to no more than that of the original application OR, the house is developed more centrally on the site to ensure adequate distance is maintained on either side of the property;  
9. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

9.1 Annual Inspection

The annual inspection will take place in February. The Clerk will ask Digley Associates to advise P. Jennings the date and time of the inspection.

10. CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk advised that there was no correspondence other than items previously forwarded to Councillors by email.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1 Community Forum
P. Jennings reported on the meeting he attended on 13th December 2011.

11.2 Spring Cottage

P. Morris advised that complaints had been received about the flower trough, which the owner had placed in front of the cottage on land belonging to County Highways. It is thought to be dangerous as people walking might well fall over it especially in the dark or during snowy weather. It was agreed that P. Morris would ask Mrs Swinbourne if it could be moved back onto her land.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 26th March 2012 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.33 p.m.
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