LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 19th October 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), M Nightingale, G. Jones, & I. Seccombe
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk) & K. Osborne
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from P. Gregory Hood.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 7th September 2009 were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING

4.1 Sign on Village Green

I. Seccombe advised that she had contacted Jeff Morris but as yet had received no response.
P. Morris and the Clerk said that they had discussed the sign with Bryn Patefield of County Highways when he visited the village on another matter. He advised that this type of sign was against policy and that he would discuss with Jeff Morris. Subsequently, he has emailed saying that Jeff Morris would be contacting the pub owner. 
M. Nightingale said that he would contact Mark Henshaw to explain again that the parish council were happy with temporary advertisement signs displayed for a few days prior to specific events.
4.2 Spring Bulb Planting

G Jones advised that there had been a good attendance at the planting session yesterday and that all of the bulbs had been planted. 

M Nightingale said that he was able to obtain a supply of saplings and suggested that the village might want to undertake a tree planting organised in a similar way. It was agreed that this should be discussed at the annual meeting.
5. FINANCE
5.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd October 2009, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £15236.10 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. This includes £1777 relating to the Flood Relief Grant. This sum is ‘ring-fenced’ and is to be specifically spent in accordance with the grant application. 
Since the last council meeting the following cheque had been issued and the clerk requested retrospective confirmation of this payment:
G Jones



daffodil bulbs 




£234.00
In addition, the following payments were approved:

Thomas Fox Landscaping
grass mowing




£570.42
Warwickshire County Council
hire of school




  £40.00
Staples



printer toners & stationery


£116.88

W Gadd


6mths salary




£600.00

H M Revenue & Customs
PAYE





  £75.00

5.2 Grass Mowing

The Clerk advised that Thomas Fox had completed the required number of cuttings this year under the terms of the contact. It was decided that no further cuttings were required and the Clerk was asked to advise Thomas Fox accordingly.

It was decided that we should request tenders for the contract next year and M Nightingale and the Clerk will draw up an appropriate tender document.

5.3 Performance against Budget

The Clerk advised that at present, we are slightly under-spent against budget for this year to date, although there are several expensive projects being considered such as the village gateway and the children’s playground. She will submit an Income and Expenditure report to the next meeting.
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no planning applications to be discussed.
7. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA
7.1 Bark Chippings
Paul Jennings has ordered the bark and it should be delivered this week. He plans to spread the bark on Saturday.
M Nightingale asked whether he required help with the delivery and on Saturday. The Clerk will contact him to arrange.

7.2 Grass Mowing and Maintenance

It is understood that Paul Jennings has mowed the grass in the playground twice, although this work should be carried out by Thomas Fox. When we draw up the tender document for next year, we will specify that this particular area should be cut shorter. 

M. Nightingale advised that the rota for monthly maintenance had worked well and he proposed to continue this arrangement next year.
7.3 Multi-Play
M. Nightingale is still waiting to see Digley Associates about the repairs to this equipment. The annual inspection is due shortly and he will contact them with a view to combining this discussion with the annual inspection.

8. TRAFFIC CALMING
8.1 Speed Gun Volunteers Scheme

The Clerk advised that following the last meeting she had been in contact with Phil Moore Road Safety Officer and the Safer Neighbourhood Team at Shipston on Stour. It would seem that it would cost in the region of £2500 to purchase the equipment and, although it is suggested that we might be able to borrow equipment, it is not clear were this would be obtained. The scheme is still in its embryo stage with the pilot only completed in September. 
I. Seccombe suggested that it might be possible to combine with other local villages to purchase equipment. 

M. Nightingale will look into the matter further and will also attend the Community Forum to be held at Newbold on Stour on 19th November. The Safer Neighbourhood Team attend this forum and it may be that we would be able to discover other villages’ views on this matter.
8.2 Village Gateway Scheme

It was agreed that M. Nightingale and P. Morris will liaise on an appropriate design and will inspect the wood which is available.
9. CORRESPONDENCE 
9.1 General

Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
9.2 Specific

We have received details of the Warwickshire Fire Consultation which is included in the circulation and there is to be a public meeting at Wellesbourne on 17th November.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
10.1 Winter Gritting

P. Morris and the Clerk met with Bryn Patefield of County Highways in the village on 23rd September to discuss the lack of winter gritting in Loxley. Whilst he acknowledged our concerns about the gradient, school bus route and the school within the village, there appeared little prospect of getting the gritting lorry route changed. However, he said that the local depot might help out on occasions and with specific problems e.g. snow clearance, and has given us a telephone number for contact. 
10.2 Recent road resurfacing
Ken Osborne wrote to County Highways complaining about the unsatisfactory standard of work and poor quality of the surface. He has received a reply from Tracy Barnsley, Assistant Engineer couched in very technical terms and also suggesting that we contact Bryn Patefield re the possibility of being added to the gritting route! Mr Osborne has written back again and awaits a reply.

10.3 Future proofing your community

M Nightingale has received notice of a Community Meeting arranged by WRCC to be held at Ettington on 31st October. The meeting will be about climate change and community sustainability. 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 7th December 2009 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
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