LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 17th May 2010 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), M Nightingale, G. Jones & P. Gregory Hood.
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk) & K. Osborne. 
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from I Seccombe
.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 15th March 2010 were read and approved subject to Line 5 Para. 10 being amended to read “Charles Wall” not “Charles Warr”. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1 2 Hilltop
The Clerk reported that she had written to Miss Rackstraw on 20th March but had received no reply. However, Brian Ellery had contacted Peter Morris advising that he still believes there is a leak from a Severn Trent pipe. This view is not supported by the fact that during the recent dry weather the water has entirely dried up. It continues to be the view of the Council that it is surface water leaking from a defective land drain. Peter Morris will meet with Miss Rackstraw and Mr Ellery to discuss.
4.2 Grass Cutting
M. Nightingale asked whether the grass in the churchyard had been raked. This was confirmed by P. Gregory Hood & P. Morris.
4.3 Annual Meeting

As M. Nightingale was not present at the Annual Meeting, he asked whether any issues raised required further action. 
It was reported that parishioners seemed happy with the proposed tree planting. M. Nightingale suggested that the planting should take place in the autumn and he and G. Jones will organise.
The Parishioners complained about the lack of gritting during the recent extreme weather. The Clerk was asked to write again to Warwickshire County Council Highways Department. It was also decided that P. Morris and the Clerk would investigate whether we should have more grit bins.

4.4 Parish Information Pack

G. Jones advised that now that the new MP has been elected, his name will be added to the Parish Information Pack and copies will be distributed as specified at the last meeting.

5. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

The Clerk advised that Carolyn Ayres had resigned from the Parish Council on 14th April 2010. The notice advertising the vacancy has been placed on the village notice board and we have to wait until after 13th May to know whether an election has been requested or if a new member can be co-opted.
6. FINANCE AND ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2009/2010
6.1 Internal Auditor

The Clerk advised that John Francis was prepared to continue to act as internal auditor. M. Nightingale proposed and P. Gregory Hood seconded that John Francis should be re-appointed for the current year. It was agreed and the Chairman was authorised to write a formal appointment letter.

6.2 Annual Accounts & Annual Return
The Clerk presented the annual accounts for the year ended 31 March 2010. M Nightingale proposed that the annual accounts should be approved and this was seconded by G Jones. The accounts were approved by the Council.

The Clerk presented the annual return for the year ended 31 March 2010. This summarises the accounts and includes the annual governance statement. M Nightingale proposed that this return should be approved and this was seconded by P. Gregory Hood. The Annual Return and Governance Statement were approved by the Council.

6.3 Bank Signing Authority

Following the resignation of C. Ayres, the Clerk suggested that two further Councillors should be added to the authorised signatories. P. Morris proposed that M. Nightingale and G. Jones should be added to the authorised signatories and this was seconded by P. Gregory Hood. The Clerk was asked to arrange completion of the new bank mandate form.
6.4 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 30th April 2010, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £16514.94 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. This includes £1777 relating to the Flood Relief Grant. This sum is ‘ring-fenced’ and is to be specifically spent in accordance with the grant application.

The following payments were approved:

Aon Limited


annual insurance premium


  £487.11

W.A.L.C.


annual subscription



  £108.00
7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The planning application for a rear extension at Spring Cottage was refused by Stratford DC planning committee.
8. FLOOD RELIEF GRANT

8.1 Quotations Dancers Drive
The Clerk advised that three quotations had been received for the work at the junction of Dancer’s Drive: John Lucas - £1562+VAT, D W Clark Drainage £1650+VAT and Clarke Contracting £2230+VAT. P. Morris said that he had recently heard from John Lucas that he was currently only undertaking light work and therefore would be unable to undertake the drainage work at present. P. Morris proposed that we accept the quotation from D W Clark Drainage. P. Gregory- Hood seconded and the proposal was agreed unanimously. The Clerk will write formally accepting the quotation. P. Morris will liaise with Mr Wheeler, Richard & Tom Dancer, Peter Clayton and John Francis.  
8.2 Flood Sax
It was agreed that the Council should order a six pack box of Flood Sax costing £150 to hold as an emergency store. A discussion then ensued about where they should be stored as P. Morris thought that there would be insufficient room in the Church. Previously, the empty sand bags have been stored in the church, so that they could be accessed easily. It was decided to make further investigations about storage prior to purchasing.
9. TRAFFIC CALMING
9.1 Village Gateway Scheme

This project was discussed at the recent Annual Parish Meeting and the community generally seemed in favour of proceeding with the first phase. The grant of £1000 will be available until March 2011 and we should shortly receive confirmation of the further grant of £3000. 

9.2 Speed Gun Volunteers Scheme

M Nightingale advised that eight volunteers have been approved and training will commence at Stratford Police Station in the near future.
10. CORRESPONDENCE
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1 Wellesbourne Airfield
The Clerk recently received an email from Michael Woodman of Hampton Lucy Parish Council requesting a joint meeting with the airfield management in respect of complaints about the flight path. P. Gregory Hood advised that he had spoken to Michael Woodman and had agreed to attend the meeting when arranged. M. Nightingale said that any change in the flight path would be a CAA decision.

11.2 Parking outside School
Cars are again regularly parked on the bend outside the school. P. Gregory Hood will mention at the next School Governor’s meeting.
11.3 Sign on Triangle

The sign on the triangle has still not been replaced and the Clerk was instructed to contact WCC Highways to investigate.

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 12th July 2010 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 8.53 p.m.
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