LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 16th March 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), P Gregory Hood, G Jones, M Nightingale. I. Seccombe
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk) 
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from C Ayres.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. P. Morris declared an interest in a planning application to be discussed.
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 26th January 2009 were read and were approved subject to one amendment. Under the heading ‘Finance and Budget for 2009/2010’ final paragraph, line 1 should read “M. Nightingale proposed and G Jones seconded...”
4. MATTERS ARISING

4.1. 2 Hill Top
The Clerk reported that she had now heard further from Jeff Morris, Area Surveyor, concerning the water leaking from the drive of this property. It has been established with Severn Trent that the water is definitely not mains water and he has arranged a meeting with the owner on 17th March to establish a way of dealing with the run-off.
5. FINANCE AND BUDGET FOR 2009/2010
5.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd March 2009, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £11806 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. This includes £3200 relating to the Flood Relief Grant. This sum is ‘ring-fenced’ and is to be specifically spent in accordance with the grant application.
The following payments were approved:

H M Revenue & Customs
3mths PAYE




   £75.00 

W Gadd


6mths salary




 £600.00
W.C.C.



hire of school



 
   £48.00 

J Lucas



flood relief work payment out of grant

£1636.45
W Gadd


postage stamps for year



   £17.86
5.2 Budget for the year 2009/2010

The Clerk presented the Budget for 2009/2010 amended as instructed by the Council at the last meeting. The precept has now been set at £7300, an increase of 21.67%. M Nightingale proposed and P. Gregory Hood seconded that the amended budget should be formally adopted and this was agreed unanimously.

5.3 Grass Cutting Churchyard and Cemetery

As agreed by the Council at the previous meeting, the Chairman wrote to the Parochial Church Council requesting that the church make a 50% contribution to the cost of mowing the churchyard and cemetery. The P.C.C. responded by offering to pay 50% of the churchyard cost and they enclosed a cheque for £413 representing the projected cost for 2009/2010. However, they feel that the entire cost of the cemetery mowing should remain with the Parish Council. The Council discussed this counter-proposal and agreed that it should be accepted. The Clerk was instructed to write to the P.C.C. confirming the new arrangement.
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
6.1 Meer Wood House

The planning application has been approved.

6.2 Lane End Manor Lane

A retrospective application has been received for the carport at Lane End. P. Morris has declared an interest in this application. P. Gregory Hood, M Nightingale and G Jones will visit the site and consider the application.

7. VILLAGE WEBSITE
The Clerk reported that the application for a Parish Council Communications Grant had been submitted and that it had been successful. The sum of £480 has been received. 

G Jones reported that the enhanced website was now nearly complete and it was decided to present it to the village at the Annual Meeting on 22nd April. G Jones will liaise with the acting Head Teacher concerning equipment for the presentation.

8. FLOOD PREVENTION
8.1 Meer Barn Farm

P. Morris advised that John Lucas had now satisfactorily completed the flood prevention work. The invoice has been submitted and payment approved.
8.2 Goldicote Road

It was reported that there have been no flooding problems since the drains were jetted on 12th December. The Council decided that they would prefer to wait for a period of extreme rainfall which tends to be more prevalent during the spring/summer before coming to a final decision concerning further action in respect of flood prevention. They also discussed a previous scheme mentioned by Dave Tiley, Flood Defence Officer, whereby the ordinary and offset gullies along Goldicote Road be replaced with new ones with heavy duty covers. Warwickshire County Council will have budget issues in this respect and, if the work was deemed appropriate then the Parish Council might contribute the remainder of the flood grant monies towards the cost. The Clerk was instructed to write to Jeff Morris, W.C.C. Area Surveyor, and Dave Tiley, advising them of the Council’s views.
9. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA
M Nightingale reported that he, together with P. Morris, P Gregory Hood and the Clerk, met with Dean Tierney of Digley Associates on 4th February. The main issues were the level of the chippings and the main support posts of the multi-play showing signs of rot. Subsequently, M Nightingale has spoken to Dave Holtom of Digley Associates to discuss the possibility and cost implications of installing matting under the swings. Also, he is investigating whether putting sleeves on the multi-play posts would be appropriate. 

The Clerk advised that Stratford District Council has arranged a Training Course of Inspection of Play Area Volunteers on Saturday 25th April. It was agreed that we should ask for Play Area Volunteers at the Annual Meeting on 22nd April. 
10. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The format of the Annual Meeting to be held on 22nd April was discussed. This year there will not be a guest speaker. G. Jones will present the new enhanced website. P Gregory Hood will present the Church report and he will ask Charles Wall, Chairman of the School Governors, to present the school report. M. Nightingale will be unable to attend but will provide a report on the Parish Plan which G Jones will present. The parishioners will then be given the opportunity to raise issues which they wish to discuss. I Seccombe will be present to answer questions where appropriate. 

P. Morris and the Clerk will arrange for a letter to be delivered to each household advising of the meeting.
11. CORRESPONDENCE 
11.1 General
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
11.2 Specific

Stratford D.C. have arranged further ‘Planning Basics’ training sessions. It was decided that P. Gregory-Hood, G. Jones and the Clerk will attend the session to be held at Alcester on 20th May.

An invitation has been received from the Chairman of the County Council for two representatives and partners to attend a Drinks Party at Shire Hall on 28th March. The Councillors will discuss who will attend.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

12.1. Dates of Meetings

It was agreed that the Annual Parish Council Meeting should be on 11th May. Other council meetings will be on 6th July 2009, 7th September 2009, 19th October 2009, 7th December 2009, 25th January 2010 and 15th March 2010 The Annual Parish Meeting will be on 21st April 2010.
12.2 War Memorial

Tony Gabriel has kindly volunteered to clean the war memorial and Ken Osborne has also said he is willing to assist. The Clerk will contact Tony Gabriel accepting his kind offer and to liaise with him on arrangements and obtaining cleaning fluid from Cliffords.

12.3 Parking at Hill Top

P. Morris advised that he had received two complaints from school staff who had been harassed by the occupier of 7 Hill Top concerning parking in front of nos. 5-7. The occupier claimed that it is personal parking whereas it has generally been considered to be public parking. I. Seccombe advised that the Council should not give specific advice on where persons should park their cars. The matter was discussed at length and it was resolved by two votes to one that the Council should not get involved.
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 11th May 2009 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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