LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 16th MAY 2011 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), P. Gregory Hood, G. Jones, & K. Osborne
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from M. Nightingale
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 28th March 2011 were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1. Traffic Mirrors at front of Fox Cottage
P. Morris confirmed that the traffic mirrors have now been moved.
4.2. Flood Prevention - Jetting of Drains

The Clerk advised that, despite leaving telephone messages and sending an email, she had still been unable to discuss this matter with Jeff Morris of County Highways.
4.3. Village Website

G. Jones advised that he had still not received any up to date information from the landlord of ‘The Fox’ about their section on the village website. He will now delete the out of date menus and calendar of events from the website.

G. Jones asked the clerk for a copy of the notice of meeting dates to place on the website. The Clerk will email it to him with copies to other parish councillors.

4.4 Directional Sign on Triangle
The sign has still not been replaced. The Clerk advised that, despite leaving telephone messages and sending an email, she had still been unable to discuss this matter with Jeff Morris of County Highways.
5. FINANCE
5.1 Internal Audit
Peter Morris presented a letter from Peter Gregory-Hood confirming that he had conducted an internal audit of the parish council’s accounts on 22nd March as per John Francis’s letter of 24th June 2008. He confirmed that all the accounts were in order.

5.2 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 28th April 2011, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £18035.61 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:

WALC




annual subscription



  £108.00 

Aon Limited



annual insurance premium


  £519.69

John Ward Landscapes


grass mowing




  £264.00

5.3 Annual Accounts & Annual Return
The Clerk presented the annual accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011. P. Gregory Hood proposed that the annual accounts should be approved and this was seconded by K Osborne. The accounts were approved by the Council.

The Clerk presented the annual return for the year ended 31 March 2011. This summarises the accounts and includes the annual governance statement. P. Gregory Hood proposed that this return should be approved and this was seconded by K. Osborne. The Annual Return and Governance Statement were approved by the Council.

P. Morris, on behalf of the Parish Council, thanked the Clerk for the clear presentation of the annual accounts and for work involved in producing them.
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
6.1 Public Footpath SD78 diversion

P. Morris advised that this matter would probably be discussed at an Area Committee meeting in July.
6.2 Public Footpath Oakham Farm and Cottage

The Clerk said that she had advised County Footpaths about the padlocked gate and had received an acknowledgement confirming that the Rights of Way Officer would be looking into the matter. G. Jones will check to see whether the padlock has now been removed. 
6.3 Woodfield Farm

The Clerk advised that a decision was still pending on this application.
7. TRAFFIC CALMING
7.1 Village Gateways

As M. Nightingale was absent from the meeting, there was nothing further to report.
7.2 Speed Guns Volunteer Scheme
K Osborne advised that we are again on the list for the loan of the speed gun. He said that he understood that if Loxley owned its own speed gun then we would be able to have camera-warning signs at the entrances to the village. It is thought that a speed gun would cost in the region of £2000. There was a discussion as to whether such large expenditure on an asset, which would only be used a few times per year, would be appropriate and could be justified. As there are no funds in 2011/2012 budget to meet such expenditure, it was decided that it would be more appropriate to discuss in January when the budget for 2012/13 will be discussed and agreed. In addition, by then, we may know more about whether the speed gun scheme is likely to be affected by the recently announced major cuts in the police budget.  
8. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

The Clerk advised that the independent inspection report has still not been received. She has sent an email to Ann Hill of Stratford District Council but has not yet received a reply.
9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 General Correspondence
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
9.2 Specific Correspondence

A letter has been received from M Littler of Wellesbourne Airfield advising that there will be a meeting of the British Aerobatics Association on Thursday 26th May. All manoeuvres will take place over the airfield.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
10.1 Village Notice Board

The Clerk requested that a new village notice board with a toughened glass lockable door be purchased. The present one is made of very hard wood, it is difficult to attach notices, and it is covered with pins and staples that have been hammered flat and are extremely difficult to remove. In addition, official notices are often removed or covered up to make space for spurious advertisements of businesses and events that have no connection with the village. The request was discussed and it was decided that a new board would be expensive but that P. Morris and K. Osborne would renovate the existing board adding a cork surface and fitting a lockable glass door.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 11th July 2011 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9 p.m.
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