LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 14th May 2012 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), P Gregory Hood, G. Jones, & K. Osborne
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk)
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

As it was the first meeting after the Parish Council election, which was uncontested, the first order of business was to elect a new Chairman. P. Gregory Hood proposed that P. Morris be elected Chairman. K Osborne seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously. 
2. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from P. Jennings
3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
4. CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Clerk will submit a copy to the Monitoring Officer in due course.

5. COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The Councillors who were present signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office. The Clerk will contact P. Jennings to arrange completion of his form and will submit copies of all forms to the Monitoring Officer.

The Clerk gave Declaration of Interest Forms to the Councillors for completion. However, they were advised that if there were no changes from their previous Declarations then they should merely write to the Monitoring Officer confirming no change.

6. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th March 2012 were read and approved as a correct record.

7. MATTERS ARISING
7.1 Blocked Footpath SD80a & SD80c

The Clerk advised that she had written to County Footpaths concerning Footpath SD78A where footpath signs have been removed on the junction of the footpath with the Stratford Road adjacent to Oldborough Farm.

The Clerk has spoken to the footpaths officer about the blocked footpath SD80a & SD80c and he said that he would be visiting Loxley next week to deal with all issues.

7.2 Parking on Pavements
This continues to be a problem and P. Morris proposed that we print notices to be placed under the windscreen wipers of offending cars. K. Osborne seconded and it was unanimously agreed. The Clerk will print some appropriate notices and distribute them to councillors.

7.3 Collapsed Drain Cover in front of Foxlydiate

K Osborne raised the issue of collapsed drains. The Clerk said that she had now reported two, the second being outside Springfield House. P. Morris advised that he had been trying to speak to Jeff Morris of County Highways on this and other issues but to date, his telephone calls had not been returned.
8. FINANCE & ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2011/2012
8.1 Internal Audit

Peter Morris presented a letter from Peter Gregory-Hood confirming that he had conducted an internal audit of the parish council’s accounts on 30th March as per John Francis’s letter of 24th June 2008. He confirmed that all the accounts were in order.

8.2 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd May 2012, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £18513.07 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:

Aon Limited



annual insurance premium


  £557.40
John Ward Landscapes


grass mowing




  £264.00

WALC




annual subscription



  £113.00
Staples




laser printer toner



    £62.26
8.3 Retrospective Confirmation of Payment

The Council confirmed retrospectively the following payments that had been made since the last meeting

P. Jennings



paint for railings



   £17.98

Colin Sheasby



removal of oak tree & purchase new tree
  
 £504.00

8.4 Annual Accounts & Annual Return
The Clerk presented the annual accounts for the year ended 31 March 2012. P. Gregory Hood proposed that the annual accounts should be approved and this was seconded by K Osborne. The accounts were approved by the Council.

The Clerk presented the annual return for the year ended 31 March 2012. This summarises the accounts and includes the annual governance statement. P. Morris proposed that this return should be approved and this was seconded by G. Jones. The Annual Return and Governance Statement were approved by the Council.

P. Morris raised the issue of the Clerk’s salary and pointed out that she had received no increase in her salary since her appointment six years ago. It was agreed that the clerk should investigate the current approved rates and report to the next meeting
9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
No further applications have been received.

The Clerk advised that the applications in respect of Tanglewood and the Log Cabin at Oak Hill Farm were still pending with the Planning Department.

10. TRAFFIC CALMING
10.1 Speed Gun

K. Osborne advised that he had heard nothing further concerning the speed gun.
10.2 SpeedAware Scheme 

P. Morris advised that the SpeedAware report had been received and that all Councillors had a copy. The report found that speeding in the village was predominantly along the Stratford Road and it recommended that the police should take enforcement action as and when resources allow.
11. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA & COMMUNITY ORCHARD
11.1 Annual Inspection

P. Jennings has obtained one quote for high quality bark chippings and is awaiting a further quote for a lower cost solution. The Council noted that, although we were looking to contain costs, we should ensure that any bark chippings purchased met safety requirements.

P. Morris advised that he was waiting to discuss the repairs to the multi-play with P. Jennings.
The Clerk said that she had made some initial enquiries about possible funding for new play equipment. However, before we pursue any further, we need to clarify our thoughts on exactly what equipment we would require and whether we definitely wished to proceed. After some discussion, it became apparent that there were considerable doubts as to whether we should spend such a large sum of money as there are relatively few children of the appropriate age living in the village.
11.2 Community Orchard
K Osborne suggested that we should obtain advice on which trees should be planted.

P. Morris advised that he had spoken to John Lucas recently and the view was that, due to the recent heavy rain, the ground no longer required the roterra. However, there are a large number of stones spread over the ground. It was agreed that P. Morris should ask Richard Mole to remove the stones.
12. DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
The Clerk advised that the log will be removed from the village green by Wednesday16th May. The “official planting” of the new oak tree will be on Monday 4th June at 3.30 p.m. Colin Sheasby will plant the tree about 10 days before and will leave us soil to complete the planting on the day. 

P. Gregory Hood will organise the prosecco and plastic cups

G. Jones volunteered to deal with the publicity and he will design notices and flyers. The Clerk will forward publicity by email to all known village email addresses
13. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk advised that there was no correspondence other than items previously forwarded to Councillors by email.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
14.1 Community Forums

The next Community Forum is at Shipston on Stour on 12th June. WCC intend to “live-stream” this meeting so that representatives can view and participate on-line via the internet. They have asked for a nomination from each parish and P. Jennings has agreed to participate on our behalf.

Amanda Wilson-Patterson, the Localities and  Communities Officer WCC has said that she would like to meet with our Councillors to discuss Community Forums and will contact us further in due course.

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Monday, 9th July 2012 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.
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