LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 12th SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), P. Gregory Hood, P Jennings, & K. Osborne.
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from G. Jones

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2011 and the emergency meeting held on 8th August 2011 were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1. Flood Defence Assistance Grant
The Clerk advised that an application had been submitted for a grant to carry out further flood prevention work on the road in front of Meer Barn Farm. We have been successful in obtaining a grant of £1620 and Mrs Fox has been advised accordingly. John Lucas has been instructed to liaise with Mrs Fox about completion of the work.

4.2 Directional Sign on Triangle

The Clerk advised that County Highways should be erecting the sign within the next few days.
4.3 Notice Board

P. Morris proposed that we purchased a new lockable notice board for official notices and that a small notice board be provided for parishioners’ use. It was agreed that the Clerk should investigate availability and cost.

4.4 Community Forum

The Clerk advised that G. Jones had agreed to attend the Community Forum on 27th September. P. Jennings volunteered to attend the meeting at Brailes on 13th December and K Osborne will attend the meeting at Tysoe on 13th March 2012.

5. FINANCE

5.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd September 2011, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £17088.55 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:

Information Commissioner

data protection fee


  £35.00

Clement Keys



audit fee



£144.00

W. A. Gadd



6 months’ salary


£600.00

Revenue & Customs


3 months PAYE


  £75.00 

5.2 Retrospective Confirmation of Payment

The Council confirmed retrospectively the following payment that had been made since the last meeting
John Ward Landscapes


grass mowing



£336.00
5.3 Bank Signing Mandate
Following the resignation of M. Nightingale, it was agreed that K. Osborne should be added to the Bank Signing Mandate. The Clerk will arrange.

6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1 Meadow View

The Clerk advised that we had received a Notice of Certificate of Lawful Proposed Use or Development in respect of a proposed single storey rear extension.
6.2 Woodfield Farm

The Clerk advised that this application was still under consideration by the Planning Department
6.3 Attendance at Planning Committee

K Osborne raised the matter of the email received today from the Planning Department reminding Parish Councils that objections to applications should be for planning reasons and that a parish council representative should attend the planning committee. It was agreed that this reminder was re-iterating good practice and that we always conformed. 
7. TRAFFIC CALMING
7.1 Village Gateways

Please see M. Nightingale’s written report. He has again spoken with Richard Elborne at WCC who reported that matters are proceeding slowly He has met on site with the new contractor and all of the technical specifications have been reconfirmed. He is awaiting a call this week from the contractor to confirm the price and propose a schedule for installation (again within the next two months). M. Nightingale has pointed out that we cannot accommodate an increase in price and Richard Elborne assured him that this would not happen and it will be accomplished within the original budget envelope.
7.2 Police Speed Checks
K. Osborne advised that there have been two police speed checks in the village since the last meeting.
8. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

8.1 Multi Play

P. Morris advised that P. Coton Builders are currently carrying out work on the multi-play.
8.2 Maintenance
Please see M. Nightingale’s report.
P. Jennings volunteered to organise the monthly maintenance schedule.

The Clerk said that once the work was complete on the multi-play, she will arrange for John Ward Landscapes to treat the weeds in the chippings and speak to R. Mole to ascertain whether he will clean up the hedge.

The overgrown rough area of land opposite the play area was discussed and it was agreed that this should be tidied up. P. Morris agreed to investigate with a view to establishing the amount and type of work required.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 General Correspondence
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
9.2 Specific Correspondence

The Clerk distributed correspondence received from the District Council in respect of The Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. As this was quite detailed, it was agreed that the Councillors would take away the papers to read and also to get the views of the parishioners. The matter will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
10.1 Litter Picking

P. Jennings suggested that we should arrange a voluntary litter picking morning. Sometime ago, the school had raised this issue and P. Gregory Hood will find out whether they are pursuing this matter.
10.2 Dog Fouling Signs

The Clerk advised that new up to date adhesive signs have been attached to the posts on the playing field.

10.3 Maintenance of Communal Assets

Please see M. Nightingale’s report.

A phased rehabilitation programme was adopted in 2009 and several actions were achieved including cleaning war memorial and restoring some of the bench seats. It was envisaged that the remaining items would be tackled in a next phase. In particular, this would include bench seats in the playground and tennis court areas and in the cemetery (originally installed privately but a bit neglected).
This will require further consideration in the Spring.

10.4 Tree Planting

Please see M. Nightingale’s report.

Some of the new trees have died in the drought earlier this year. It was agreed that we should look at re-planting in the Spring. We would also need to look at how these would be watered until such time as they are well established. 
10.5 Localism Meeting at Norton Lindsey
P. Morris reported on the presentation on Localism, which he and G. Jones attended at Norton Lindsey Village Hall recently.
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 31st October 2011 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.
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