LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 1, LOXLEY FIELDS LOXLEY
ON 12TH JULY 2010 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), M Nightingale, G. Jones, K. Osborne
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from P. Gregory Hood.
.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 17th May 2010 and the Emergency Meeting held on 27th May 2010 were read and approved as correct records. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1 2 Hilltop
P. Morris reported that he had not spoken to Miss Rackstraw as at present time there is no water flowing over the footpath. This is predictable as recently we have had a period of dry weather. It also supports the Parish Council’s view that the water flows from a damaged land drain. P. Morris will monitor the situation and speak to Miss Rackstraw again if and when the problem returns.
4.2 Flood Sax

The Clerk reported that the Flood Sax have not yet been purchased as the problem of storage has not been resolved. P. Morris will speak to P. Gregory Hood.

4.3 Sign on Triangle

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Jeff Morris of WCC Highways. He has ordered the new sign and it should be available in about two months.
4.4 Number of Councillors
The Clerk reported that a letter requesting that the number of councillors be increased to six has been sent to Paul Lankester, Chief Executive of Stratford DC. An acknowledgement has been received advising that a report will be submitted to the next Audit and Regulatory Committee.
5. FINANCE
5.1 Internal Auditor

The Clerk advised that the internal audit had been completed.
P. Morris has received a letter from John Francis advising that he had found everything satisfactory and he had no recommendations to make to the Council. 

5.2 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd July, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £16125.77 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. This includes £1777 relating to the Flood Relief Grant. This sum is ‘ring-fenced’ and is to be specifically spent in accordance with the grant application.

The following payments were approved:

H M Customs & Excise

PAYE





  £75.00
5.3 Retrospective Confirmation of Payment

The Council confirmed retrospectively the payment of £399.50 to John Ward Landscapes made on 19th June 2010.
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1 Stonecroft Cottage
The Clerk advised that a planning application had been received for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of the property. We have until 2nd August to respond and the Councillors will arrange to visit the property.
6.2 General Planning Matters
G. Jones asked whether a notice should be placed on the village notice board advising of planning applications received and also whether there should be something posted on the village website.

The Clerk pointed out that the District Council write to all property occupiers that are likely to have an interest and also place a notice in close proximity to the property which advises that should anyone wish to examine the plans they are held by Peter Morris. In addition, there is already a link on the village website to the page on the Stratford DC website showing all Loxley planning applications.

The issue of planning applications which were received and had to be responded to between formal council meetings was also raised. 

It was agreed that G. Jones and the Clerk will look at these issues and report back to the next meeting.

7. FLOOD RELIEF GRANT
8.1 Dancers Drive
P. Morris advised that D W Clark Drainage are carrying out the work this week. Once the work is complete we will monitor how successful it is. It was also agreed that next year we will ask WCC Highways to have the pipes jetted again.
8. TRAFFIC CALMING
8.1 Village Gateway Scheme

M. Nightingale advised that our request for funds had been approved and that the WCC team are proceeding with detailed design work and budgeting.

The Clerk advised that we have still not received any formal confirmation of the grant and she will track this down.
8.2 Speed Gun Volunteers Scheme

M Nightingale advised that we have the speed monitoring equipment on loan until 2nd August. At present we have four volunteers trained. K. Osborne will telephone Sally Rolfe to arrange training for the second batch of volunteers. 

K. Osborne reported that the highest proportion of offenders was at the bottom of the village outside Loxley Farm.
M. Nightingale and K. Osborne will attend the Police Road Safety Strategy Day on 19th July at Tredington. 

8.3 Parking outside School

P. Morris reported that parking continues to be a problem on the bend outside the school. It is a safety issue both for vehicles travelling along the road and schoolchildren crossing the road at the end of the school day. The offending cars mostly belong to members of staff and, even though this problem has been raised on several occasions, they continue to park there. It was agreed that Peter Morris should make a final request to the Head Teacher Janet Clough and, if the situation does not improve, the Parish Council will investigate the possibility of double yellow lines.
8.4 Permanent Community Speed Check Signs

K. Osborne has been investigating whether we can have these permanent signs without much success. It was suggested that he speak to Jeff Morris of County Highways.

9. TREE PLANTING

M Nightingale submitted a list of possible sites for tree planting. The Councillors will look at these sites and review at the next Council Meeting.

10. CORRESPONDENCE
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1 Annual Maintenance Programme
M Nightingale will look at the schedule for this year.
11.2 Playground- Multiplay

M Nightingale will arrange a work party to dig out around the posts. However, this will not be possible until we have had substantial rain and the earth is softer to dig.  
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 13th September 2010 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.
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