LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 11th July 2011 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), P. Gregory Hood, G. Jones, K. Osborne, & I. Seccombe
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk) & M. Nightingale
1. APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 16th May 2011 were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1 Public Footpath Oakham Farm and Cottage

G. Jones advised that this matter had now been addressed.
4.2. Flood Prevention - Jetting of Drains

The Clerk advised that she had now received a response from Jeff Morris of County Highways. This is that the gullies are cleaned out on an annual basis. The new regime is that as well as being sucked out, they are jetted for the first five metres, which is where the majority of any blockages occur.
4.3 Directional Sign on Triangle

The Clerk advised that there had still not been any progress with this issue.
P. Gregory Hood said that he had advised the school governors that we had requested, if possible, for the school to be mentioned on the new sign. In addition, he said that the school would be putting up a sign outside the school. I. Seccombe advised that, dependant on size, this may require planning permission. As the school is County Council property, it would be a County planning matter and she suggested that the school contact the appropriate department for advice.
5. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

The Clerk advised that following the resignation of M. Nightingale, the casual vacancy had been advertised. However, the Returning Officer for Stratford District Council had not received any requested for an election, and we had now been given permission to fill the vacancy by co-option. 
There then ensued a discussion as to possible persons to fill the vacancy and it was agreed that P. Morris should pursue various suggestions.

6. FINANCE

6.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 1st July 2011, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £17818.62 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:

Revenue & Customs


3 months PAYE


  £75.00 

John M Lucas



hedging




  £55.50
John Ward Landscapes


grass mowing



£264.00
6.2 Internal Audit
The Clerk advised that the internal audit had been completed and that the Annual Return and attachments would be forwarded to the external auditors, Clement Keys, this week.
P. Morris advised that he had received a letter from John Francis stating that the accounts were satisfactory. 
7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
7.1 Woodfield Farm

P. Morris advised that a decision was still pending on this application. However, although it was difficult to see, there appeared to be work going on. This may relate to a previously approved application.
The Clerk advised that she had spoken to Lucy Hammond of the Planning Department who has recently taken over the management of this case from another Officer who had left the department. She said that she intended undertaking a site visit this week.
7.2 Tanglewood

M. Nightingale advised that the District Empty Houses Officer has been to inspect this property.

8. TRAFFIC CALMING
8.1 Village Gateways

M. Nightingale advised that Richard Elbourne of Transport Planning WCC has now taken over the management of this scheme. As a new contractor has been appointed, the previously agreed budget has to be reviewed. He believes that a meeting with the contractors took place last week and the speed signs may be installed in September.
8.2 Police Speed Checks
P. Morris advised that recently, there had been two police speed checks in the village. K. Osborne said that, on the first occasion, the police had caught six persons driving in excess of the speed limit.
8.3 Speed Guns Volunteer Scheme
K. Osborne advised that he had made further investigations about camera warning signs in relation to the ownership of a speed gun. He has discovered that the ownership of a speed gun does not qualify a parish for the installation of permanent camera signs.
9. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

M. Nightingale advised that the annual inspection report had now been received. He has extracted a list of items that require attention. He said that the maintenance rota is not working so well and suggested that a maintenance meeting should be arranged in September.

The Clerk said she would speak to John Ward Landscapes about the treatment of weeds in the chippings. She will also investigate clearance of the weeds next to the hedge between the play area and the road.
There was a discussion about who should take over responsibility for the play area from M. Nightingale. M. Nightingale said that the outstanding items on the inspection report needed to be dealt with by the autumn. The report and list were left with the Chairman.
10. CORRESPONDENCE
10.1 General Correspondence
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
10.2 Specific Correspondence

A letter has been received from Stratford DC advising of a new Flood Defence Assistance Grants Scheme for 2011. P. Morris said that he would investigate whether more work at Mere Barn Farm would be appropriate and if so we will apply for a further grant.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1 Village Notice Board

The Clerk mentioned that the agreed work on the Notice Board had not yet been done.
11.2 Neighbourhood Watch

M. Nightingale reminded the Council that the police recommend that there is a group meeting at least every two years.

11.3 Shipston Community Forum

The Clerk pointed out that M. Nightingale usually represented the Council at the Shipston Community Forum. Many important matters including policing are discussed at these meetings and they are likely to become of increasing importance with the proposed devolvement of powers. G. Jones said that it would be important to attend to find out more about the new Neighbourhood Plans. It was agreed that we should send a representative to each meeting and the Clerk will check dates and contact Councillors to arrange.
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 12th September 2011 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 8.48 p.m.
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