LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 10th DECEMBER 2012 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), G. Jones, P. Gregory Hood, & K Osborne
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk) & K. Wedgbury
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from P. Jennings & I Seccombe
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2012 were read and approved as a correct record.
4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1. Footpaths SD80A, & SD80C

P. Morris advised that he had heard nothing further from Richard Barnard with regard to the blocked footpath at Old School House.

4.2 Bollards in Goldicote Road

P. Morris advised that the bollards had still not been installed outside the playing field entrance.
4.3 Superfast Broadband

G. Jones and the Clerk have now placed notices on the village notice board re the Superfast Broadband campaign.
4.4. Diamond Jubilee Oak

P. Morris reported that the slate plaque has arrived and it is to be set in the ground with concrete. P. Morris and K. Osborne will attend to this.

4.5. Advertisement sign outside Wynn’s Cottage

The Clerk advised that she had written to Mr A Rajkowski on 2nd November asking for the advertisement sign to be removed. However, she has received no response and the sign is still there.
P. Morris reported that he had spoken to the planning department who advised that planning permission was required and they have referred the matter to the Enforcement Officer. P. Morris will contact the Enforcement Officer to ascertain progress.
4.6 Parking on the Pavement

K. Osborne reported that he had placed some cards on the windscreens of cars parked on pavements but there still appears to be a problem. The Clerk was asked to print some more cards.
4.7 Community Forum

G. Jones reported that he had spoken to Darryl Armstrong about the possibility of a Community Oil Syndicate and he is happy to look into it.

P. Gregory Hood attended the Community Forum on 4th December and gave a report on the meeting.

4.8 Cemetery Maintenance

The Clerk reported that she and P. Morris had met with Richard Mole, and it had been agreed that he will fell two dead trees and will undertake some general tidying up including removal of ivy overgrowing graves. The work will be carried out, weather permitting, over the next two months.
4.9 Plaque in memory of Ruth Morris

K. Osborne reported that he had attended a resident group meeting on 21st November.
4.10 Community Governance Review
The Clerk reported that it had been agreed at the Stratford District Council Audit Committee on 12th November that our proposals should be included in the Review Consultation.
5. FINANCE
5.1 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 30th November 2012, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £16897.73 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:
H M Revenue & Customs

3 mths PAYE




    £75.00

Geo Clifford & Sons


slate tree marker Jubilee Oak


  £221.40

P. Morris



R. Mole strimming proposed orchard site
    £50.00
5.2. Precept 2013-2014
The Clerk advised that due to the introduction of the locally determined Council Tax Support Scheme, the tax base is likely to be reduced for the year 2013-14. This may be compensated by a grant from Stratford D.C. but this is discretionary. In addition, we will not know until 19th December whether the government will be capping parish council precepts. 
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Clerk advised that the planning applications on Loxley Rise and Stonecroft have been granted with conditions.

7. LOXLEY PARK DEVELOPMENT WELLESBOURNE 
The Councillors have attended the recent Public Consultation Event at Wellesbourne Village Hall. They discussed the proposed development and decided that their main area of concern was the increased traffic it was likely to generate through Loxley village. P. Morris advised that Barwood Developments had offered to meet the parish council and it was agreed that the Clerk should draft a letter for the Chairman’s signature requesting a meeting. 

8. TRAFFIC CALMING
P. Morris reported that he had spoken to Graham Stanley about the costs of flashing speed signs. A solar powered sign costs £8000 and a permanent sign powered by mains electricity costs £4500 plus a ten year maintenance contract of £2000. At present, these costs would be outside the financial resources of the parish council and it was decided to leave this matter in abeyance.
9. COMMUNITY ORCHARD

As P Jennings was absence from the meeting, there was no up date report. 

G. Jones reported that he had contacted Julie Turner of Warwickshire Wildlife Trust about advice for the orchard. However, he had been told that she was leaving the trust and there was to be a re-organisation. At present, they are unable to help.
G. Jones said that he would remind P. Jennings that a budget for the scheme was required by the end of December. He also pointed out that we were looking to plant trees in March/April but we still do not have a maintenance team. G. Jones proposed that we should leaflet every household requesting volunteers and this would establish whether there is any definite interest. P. Gregory Hood seconded this proposal and it was agreed unanimously. G. Jones will produce the leaflet and arrange distribution.
10. CORRESPONDENCE

A letter has been received from County Highways requesting volunteer snow wardens for this winter. K. Osborne agreed that he would undertake this role for Loxley. The Clerk will advise Bryn Patefield of County Highways.
A letter has been received from Phil Ward, Rural Housing Enabler of WRCC offering to talk to the parish council about undertaking free Housing Needs Surveys. It was agreed that the Clerk should write inviting him to our next meeting.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 Chestnut Tree on triangle next to Rectory

The Clerk advised that County Highways have now pruned the chestnut tree.
11.2 Neighbourhood Plans
P. Morris advised that he had spoken to Alison Hodge about neighbourhood plans. She had said that no parish had completed one yet and those which had got as far as planning had been rejected. WCC had given a grant of £5000 to Bishops Itchington P.C. to do a pilot plan.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Monday, 21st January 2013 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.
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