LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL 

ON 9 December 2013 AT 7:30 PM

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), G. Jones, P. Jennings, K. Osborne, P. Gregory-Hood and 
                       I. Seccombe.
IN ATTENDANCE:
R.D. Armstrong (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2013 were read and approved as a correct record.
4. MATTERS ARISING

4.1. Sign on Triangle
P. Morris has been in contact with Jeff Morris of County Highways and they advise that the sign should not be replaced.
4.2 Mains gas supply to village

K. Osborne has contacted Nadhim Zahawi, Member of Parliament for Stratford-upon-Avon, requesting his support. The response has been limited to the provision of some internet links to relevant web sites. The consensus is that the cost of connection will be prohibitively expensive, but the situation will be monitored. 
4.3 Report on Community Forum

P Jennings reported that he had attended the Community Forum at Quinton & Admington Village Hall on 3 December. Seceral matters were highlighted, including damage to the church at Quinton, the need for first responders and the provision and location of flood sacks.
4.4 Tree to commemorate Ruth Morris
A suitable tree has been planted and a plaque will be completed and installed after the Xmas holiday.
5. FINANCE

5.1. The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2 December 2013, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £18737.52 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:
	H M Revenue & Customs
	PAYE
	
	
	
	25.00

	Thomas Fox Landscaping
	Grassmowing
	
	
	
	192.00

	R D Armstrong
	Stationery
	
	
	
	36.00

	WALC
	
	Publications
	
	
	
	55.99


6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1. Fox Cottage
Following comments made by LPC, the application has been withdrawn.
6.2 Chapters
The application has been approved by SDC.

6.5 Oak Hill Farm, Goldicote

The application has been rejected by SDC.
6.3 Wellesbourne Distribution Park, Loxley Road Wellesbourne
P Morris has been in contact with Barwood Developments. Whilst the traffic calming measures do not form part of the S106 agreement, the developer will honour their commitment to provide speed warning signs for the village. P. Morris will engage with Jeff Morris of County Highways to determine the optimum position of the signs in the village.
7. HOUSEHOLD & HOUSING SURVEYS
7.1 Household & Housing Needs Survey
P Jennings attended a meeting with Phil Ward of WRCC on 6 November 2013 and this is summarised: 
Q
Can we combine a housing needs survey with a survey on what housing social or 
otherwise is wanted in the village i.e. include some of the questions we previously 
included in our own Household Survey a few years ago ?  

A
An additional form will be fine and would be a positive thing to do.


Q
When would the survey take place, any ideas as to how quick we could start and how 
long before the information is processed so what is the elapsed timescale from start to 
completion?  

A
We would need to prepare the form and the covering letter and then it would take 
about 10 to 12 weeks

Q
Whilst we understand the survey results are publically available - is it pro-actively or 
reactively made available to the public and if the former by what media? 

A
The report goes to the Parish council and we then decide how and we wish to publish 
it. It would also eventually go on the SDC web site

Q
If we do the survey and it shows there is a housing need, does it make it more likely 
that the houses that are built are social housing even if the fuller survey shows people 
want other types of housing. ? 
A
It would be as a separate stage and we would then take account of both surveys to 
decide whether we want to progress to the second stage.


Q
If we identify a social housing need does it make it more likely that we have a larger 
development where there are some social houses on a larger estate of houses for sale. 
A
No and there is a need for any housing development to have 35% social houses by 
floor area.


Q
Finally a further question which I think probably goes beyond the specific issue of 
social housing need but relates to housing development more generally, but in case 
you have any observations in relation to development timescales. Specifically, 
whilst the core strategy may decree that you must accept "x" new houses in your 
village between 2008/2028.Do you have the right to draft a policy in your 
neighbourhood plan that insists that only a certain number  of these "X" new houses 
should be built in any one year and that these houses shall be sited in certain locations, 
shall be of a certain size and conform to the architectural vernacular of our 
community. Also if the years allocation has not been used it cannot be rolled over to 
another year ?

A
There is no limit that we can impose on the number of houses per year or restrict any 
of these houses being rolled over to the following year.


We can say that we would like a maximum number on one site and this may be taken 
into consideration.


We can also make recommendation on design ie say what we as a community like and 
don’t like.

Additional comments:

A neighbourhood development plan costs £20K and takes 2 to 3 years if a lot of the work is done by the community.
Updating the parish plan is a lower cost option and while it does not stop development it is taken into consideration in this area and can influence decisions.

The questionnaire can and should have open questions so people can say where they would accept development and indicate where they would like them not to go i.e. people can say they would prefer a ribbon development and not back fill.

There is a need to be on the housing waiting list for rented but there is no need to be on any housing list for shared ownership. 

A lengthy discussion took place concerning the content and timing of the survey. It was agreed that a covering letter and household survey would be developed to be incorporated with the housing needs survey provided by Phil Ward of WRCC. 
A meeting will be held at October House, Loxley on Wednesday 8 January 2014 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the content and format.
8. Gritting & Snow Warden
K. Osborne continues to act as the Snow Warden for the village. The Clerk reported that an exchange of emails had taken place with Bryn Patefield of WCC concerning the gritting of the village. WCC are not prepared to modify the designated primary route through Loxley to include the road between Dancers’ Lane and Stratford Road, but will include it as a secondary route. 

The Clerk reported that LPC’s insurers had advised that highways for which the Council are not responsible should not be salted or gritted by LPC. Any person salting or gritting roads would be acting in a private capacity and would not be covered by LPC’s insurance policy.
9. Use of Playing Field
The Clerk has been in contact with WALC to obtain a legal assessment of the deed of gift of the playing field to the village. In summary, the NALC solicitor advises that the land may not be used as a community orchard. It was also mentioned that other provisions of the deed of gift had not been adhered to, namely the establishment of a management committee. P. Morris indicated that an examination of the records implied that a ‘village hall committee’ had been created at the time of the gift, but that this required further investigation.

P Jennings mentioned that a meeting had been scheduled for 9 January 2014 with a supplier to examine any playground equipment requirements. 
11. Correspondence
Winter Service in Warwickshire 2013/14 has been published by WCC.
Warwickshire Minerals Plan Update has been published by WCC.
The War Memorials Trust has circulated advice concerning the preservation of war memorials.

Guidance for Displaying Promotional Material has been published by SDC.

The Local Government Boundary Commission has published draft recommendations.  

WRCC has rock salt available at advantageous prices.
The Environment Agency provided advice concerning leaking oil tanks.
12. Any Other Business
There was no other business.
13. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 20 December 2013 at 7:30 pm.

at Loxley School. 
The meeting closed at 9:25 pm.
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