LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL
ON 6th July 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:
P. Morris, (Chairman), P. G. Gregory-Hood, M Nightingale & Carolyn Ayres 
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk) 
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from G Jones and I. Seccombe
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 11th May 2009 were read and approved as a correct record. 

4. MATTERS ARISING

4.1. 2 Hill Top
M Nightingale advised that water was again flowing over the pavement. The Clerk said that she would Email Jeff Morris of County Highways advising him that following a period of heavy rain, water is again flowing onto the highway and that regrettably the problem has not been completely resolved
4.2 Road re-surfacing
M Nightingale advised that following the road re-surfacing, the areas around manhole covers and drains have not been filled leaving dangerous gaps. In addition, the white lines have not been re-painted and it was decided to allow a further period of time before raising the issue as presumably the Council will be returning to complete the work.
5. FINANCE
5.1 Internal Audit
The Clerk advised that the internal audit had been completed.
P. Morris has received a letter from John Francis advising that he had found everything satisfactory and he had no recommendations to make to the Council. 

5.2 The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd June 2009, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £12664.14 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. This includes £1777 relating to the Flood Relief Grant. This sum is ‘ring-fenced’ and is to be specifically spent in accordance with the grant application.
The following payments were approved:

Thomas Fox Landscaping
grass mowing




   £570.42
John M Lucas


hedging





    £74.46
Staples



stationery




    £24.77
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
6.1 Wayside Stratford Road
The Clerk advised that this application has now been approved.
6.2. Lane End Manor Lane

The Clerk advised that contrary to the information provided by Stratford District Council in May, they have now considered this planning application and have given retrospective approval.
6.3 Wellbeck

A revised planning application has now been received and the councillors have undertaken site visits. It has been agreed that, whilst not objecting to the application, the Council would request that conservation lights should be used rather than velux windows and that a half-hipped roof should be incorporated into the west elevation.

6.4 Ettingley Farm

The Clerk advised that part retrospective permission has been given for an extension to an existing grain store. 

7. LPC EQUIPMENT
M Nightingale submitted a report on the Councillors inspection of parish-owned equipment which was undertaken in May 2009. Please see attached. In addition to the items specified, two benches in the playing field, one by the tennis court and the second in the children’s play area were added to the list. It was decided that the specified work should be carried out on a voluntary basis and that M. Nightingale would try to recruit a working party. It was agreed that the work should be undertaken over a two year period and that this year we should concentrate on the village green bench and the two in the playing field. 
The blossom tree on the village green which is apparently dying was planted by the Canning family. It is understood that Josie Canning will arrange for it to be replaced.
8. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA
8.1 Monthly Maintenance

M. Nightingale advised that he has volunteers for the next two months. He pointed out that the weeds still needed attention. The Clerk said that Thomas Fox had not invoiced for weed treatment this year and she will ask them to carry out the work as soon as possible.

8.2 Multi-play
M Nightingale has been advised that collars alone on the posts would not be helpful. Dean Tierney from Digley Associates is visiting again next week to re-assess the problem. It was agreed that we should wait for professional advice.

9. TRAFFIC CALMING
9.1 Speed Gun Volunteers Scheme

M. Nightingale has been in contact with Sgt. Phil Moore of Warwickshire Police Community Speed Watch. At present, there is a pilot scheme running following which it will be extended to other communities later this year. M Nightingale will advise Sgt. Moore that Loxley would definitely like to be on the list of communities to get the scheme as early as possible. It is understood that the speed gun operatives would be covered by Warwickshire Police Force insurance which would include public liability. 
9.2 Possibility of  20 mph Speed Limit

Chris Fossey, Road Safety Liaison Officer Warwickshire County Council, has advised that at present 20 mph speed limits are not WCC policy. This policy is being re-assessed but, in the unlikely event, that we did ultimately manage to obtain agreement, the parish would have to pay for the implementation.
9.3 Village Gateway Scheme
M Nightingale is still looking at the project and is talking to various people. He will be contacting Graham Stanley of Warwickshire County Council to discuss the costing further.
10. CORRESPONDENCE 
Various correspondence has been received mainly notices of meetings, advertising and other miscellany. The accumulated newsletters and reports were given out to be circulated around the Councillors and to be returned to the Clerk at the following meeting.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 Wasp Nest
The Clerk advised that a large wasp nest had been found adjacent to the War Memorial. Arrangements have been made for it to be removed.

11.2 Planning Matters

Carolyn Ayres raised the issue of planning applications which were received and had to be responded to between formal council meetings. At present, site visits are made and a quorum of councillors then formulates a response to Stratford DC. It was decided that, additionally, the Councillors would use their best endeavours, circumstances permitting, for a quorum of the parish council to discuss the application with the applicant. 
11.3  Manor House

M Nightingale raised the question as to whether the front elevation of the Manor House was being completed in accordance with the planning approval. P. Morris and the Clerk will check the application.
11.4 School

Carolyn Ayres advised that the Governors were looking at federation with another local school. A new Head Teacher has been appointed for a period of one year by which time it is hoped that federation will have been achieved.

11.5 Tennis Court

P. Gregory Hood raised the issue of the recent vandalism on the tennis court. On several occasions, the wire around the tennis court has been cut. P. Morris advised that it has again been mended. At present, the culprits are unknown,

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 7th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m. and will be held at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9 25 p.m.
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