LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL 

ON 2nd SEPTEMBER 2013 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), G. Jones, P. Jennings, K. Osborne, and 
                       I. Seccombe.
IN ATTENDANCE:
W. Gadd (Clerk), L. Brazendale & W. Freeman
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from P. Gregory Hood.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2013 were read and approved as a correct record.
4. MATTERS ARISING

4.1. Community Governance Review
The Clerk reported that Stratford District Council has now agreed that the next Parish Council election date will be May 2015. This will be the date when the number of councillors for Loxley Parish Council will be increased from five to six.
4.2. Road junction at bottom of village
The Clerk reported that Jeff Morris of County Highways had raised a defect order in July for the renewal of the white lines. However, the work has still not been done. The Clerk will email Jeff Morris and copy to I. Seccombe.
4.3 Mains gas supply to village

K. Osborne reported that he had spoken to D. Armstrong to check on the investigation re the possibility of a mains gas supply to the village. There has not been any progress so K. Osborne will now speak to D. Adams.
5. FINANCE

5.1. The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2nd August 2013, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £17664.52 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 

The following payments were approved:
Information Commissioner

data protection fee



    £35.00

W. Gadd



6 months clerk’s salary



  £600.00
H M Revenue & Customs

3 months PAYE



    £75.00
5.2 Retrospective Confirmation of Payments
The Council confirmed retrospectively the following payments that had been made since the last meeting

Thomas Fox Landscaping

grass mowing




 £264.00
John Baker



timber repair multi play



 £140.00
W. Gadd



R. Mole work on public footpath

   £30.00

Staples




stationery




     £6.50

Nuneaton Signs Limited


horse signs for playing field


 £294.00

6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1. Wellesbourne Distribution Park Loxley Road Wellesbourne

P. Morris and the Clerk attended the Planning Committee on 21st August when the detailed application for the Sainsbury’s superstore was heard. The Clerk advised that planning permission had been granted subject to conditions. Full details of the decision have not yet been posted on the Stratford DC planning website. In due course, we must maintain contact with the Planners, Barwood, and County Highways to ensure that our traffic mitigation is progressed.
6.2 School Sign and New Notice Board
P. Morris raised the subject of the recently installed school sign and new notice board and questioned whether they required planning permission. The school had not discussed the installation with the Parish Council and no consultation documents had been received from the planning department. I. Seccombe advised that planning permission was probably required. She said that, as the school is County Council property, the planning authority would be the County Council. She thought that the normal procedure was that the installation, planning etc. would be dealt with via the County Education Department. 
It was agreed that the Chairman should write to the Head Teacher asking for a meeting to discuss how the matter can be resolved.
K. Osborne said that the school also intended to place signs outside the school on the pavement with a view to slowing down traffic. It was pointed out that it is illegal to block a public footpath. As it is the first day of term tomorrow, it was decided to wait to see what transpired. This will then be a matter for County Highways. 

I Seccombe offered her support and help in resolving both matters.

7. WESTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION – WAYLEAVE CONSENT
We have been asked by Western Power Distribution to sign a Wayleave Consent permitting them to remove the high voltage line that crosses the children’s play area, and to move the transformer pole to the boundary, as they intend to feed electricity to Nos. 1 to 4 Goldicote Road by underground cable.
It was proposed by K. Osborne and seconded by P. Jennings that P. Morris should be authorised to sign the Consent on behalf of the Parish Council. It was agreed unanimously

8. HOUSEHOLD & HOUSING SURVEYS/DRAFT CORE STRATEGY
8.1 Draft Core Strategy
P. Morris said that Loxley had been designated a Category 4 Service Village in the new Stratford District Council Draft Core Strategy. This would allow for between ten and twenty-five new dwellings to be built in the parish between 2008 and 2028. As Loxley was not included in earlier drafts, he asked I. Seccombe what the criteria was and if we would be able to appeal. She said that the criteria was service facilities and, as we had a school, some transport, and a public house, there was little point in trying to appeal.

The Council discussed the proposal for a new town, initially 1900 houses, to be built at Lighthorne Heath. After some discussion, P. Morris proposed that we should support this proposal and this was seconded by G. Jones. It was agreed unanimously.

8.2 Household & Housing Needs Survey
There was then a long discussion as to whether, in the light of the new proposals for development in Loxley, we should undertake a Housing Needs Survey and/or a Household Survey. Ultimately, it was agreed that we should ask Phil Ward, the Rural Enabler of WRCC to attend the next meeting to discuss further.

9. TREES
9.1 Diamond Jubilee Oak

G Jones said that there were dark spots on the underside of the leaves of the oak tree planted last year for the Diamond Jubilee and he wondered whether this was serious or not. P. Morris said that he had spoken to Colin Sheasby who thought it was probably not serious. However, he will visit to examine the tree.

9.2 Big Tree Plant
G Jones referred to the recent WALC newsletter, which advised that there was grant monies available from the Forestry Commission to plant trees in public places. We planted several trees around the village a few years ago and it was agreed that we should consider where further trees might be planted. G. Jones will investigate the scheme further.
10. PLAYING FIELD
10.1 Children’s Play Area

P. Morris confirmed that the repair to the multi-play had been completed.

P. Jennings advised that the wood chippings had been raked.

P. Jennings advised that he is still investigating the possibility of installing equipment for younger children and he will report to the next meeting.
10.2 Horses on Playing Field

P. Morris advised that the ‘No Horse Signs’ had been ordered and should be installed in about 10 days.

10.3 Rough Land on Playing Field

P. Morris advised that he had spoken to John Lucas about bringing this ground up to the same standard as the rest of the playing field so that it can be mowed regularly. John Lucas said that he might be able to improve a little more but was not very helpful. Therefore, P. Morris proposed that we obtain quotes from professional landscape firms for the work to be done. Initially, we would approach Thomas Fox Landscapes and depending on the amount of the quote, we would decide whether to obtain two further quotes. K. Osborne seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously.
11. CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk advised that there was no correspondence other than items previously forwarded to Councillors by email.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

12.1 Community Forums
The Clerk advised the dates and venues of the next three Community Forums. It was agreed that the Councillors should attend as follows:

17th September Little Compton Village Hall – K. Osborne
3rd December Quinton & Admington Village Hall – P. Jennings

4th March 2014 Ettington Community Centre – G. Jones

12.2 Unfilled Sandbags

The Clerk advised that free unfilled sandbags are available from Shire Hall. It was agreed that we should order 20 and the Clerk will arrange to collect them.

12.3 Sign on Triangle

The sign on the triangle has again been knocked down and badly damaged, and, in addition, the stonework has been damaged. P. Morris has discussed with Jeff Morris of County Highways and, as this is the third time in three years this has happened, we have to consider whether it is worth replacing. The alternative might be a sign on the opposite side of the road against the hedge, with two directional arms, one to Stratford, and the other to Wellesbourne. It has been left with Jeff Morris who will advise.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the date of the next meeting should be changed to 14th October, and this will be at 7.30 p.m. at Loxley School. The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.
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