LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL 

ON 7 JULY 2014 AT 7:30 PM
PRESENT:

G Jones (Chair), P Jennings, K Osborne, P Gregory-Hood and 

I Seccombe, P Ward (WRCC), S Brooke-Taylor (WRCC), D Osborne


IN ATTENDANCE:
R D Armstrong (Clerk)

1. APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2014 were read and approved as a correct record.

4. PUBLIC REPRESENTATIONS

D Osborne introduced himself as a parishioner and member of Warwickshire Rural Housing Association.  
5. HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY

P Ward introduced himself and his colleague S Brooke-Taylor from Warwickshire Rural Community Council. PW would be handing over to SBT as he was due extended leave.   
The results of the recent Housing Needs Survey were discussed at length, including statistics which reflect the interest shown by parishioners in the need for affordable housing in Loxley.

G Jones suggested that the Council proactively consider suitable sites for development within the Parish boundary and  discuss these with WRCC.  This was agreed and it was resolved that a further meeting to discuss potential sites would be arranged by the Clerk. 
6. MATTERS ARISING
6.1 Meeting Dates

The Clerk reported that in had been necessary to reschedule two meeting dates as a result of unforeseen circumstances. The following revised dates were agreed :

01 September 2014 moves to 22 September 2014 

20 October 2014 moves to 27 October 2014

6.2 Blue Lane

The Clerk outlined the history of problems surrounding the Blue Lane parking area. A member of the public had recently reported a litter problem to D Sutherland. The Clerk contacted Alderminster Parish Council to again request that a litter bin be provided at the site. P Jennings indicated his opposition to this proposal. It was agreed that we would await the outcome of the next meeting of Alderminster Parish Council at which the matter would be discussed. Izzi Seccombe would be present at the meeting and would underline the issues raised. 
6.3 Traffic Calming
The Clerk reported that £15000.00 had been received from Barwood Developments as a contribution to traffic calming measures within the village.

A site meeting took place on 10 June 2014 attended by:

K Osborne

Loxley Parish Council 

The Clerk

Loxley Parish Council

C Burrows

Team Leader, Traffic and Road Safety, Warwickshire County Council

M Crowe

Westcotec Ltd

Several locations were visited during the meeting, resulting in focus on sites at the three entrances to the village where illuminated speed  warning signs could be installed. C Burrows agreed to contact Western Power Distribution to initiate discussions concerning the provision of power supplies for the proposed signs.

7. CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

G Jones raised several points for discussion which would improve communication and enhance the operation of the Council :

· Regular rotation of the chair
· Planning training

· Council meeting agenda format
· Election of a Vice-Chair
· Responsibilities of councillors as individuals / delegated powers
· Communication

· Community engagement

G Jones proposed that the Council adopt an evidence based approach to project management which requires the following fundamental principles to be observed  :

· Within Council powers and responsibilities
· Need and demand driven

· Financial approval / funding availability
· Governance

· Value for money 

· Sustainability

· Deliverability

These principles of operation will be incorporated in the next revision of the Council's Standing Orders.
8. FINANCE
8.1 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2 June 2014, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £33617.96 held with Lloyds TSB Bank.

The following payments were approved :


Thomas Fox Landscaping
Grass Mowing




£264.00


WALC



Training seminar



  £30.00


R D Armstrong


Salary





£500.00


Thomas Fox Landscaping
Grass Mowing




£264.00

8.2 Financial Regulations
The Clerk presented a revised set of Financial Regulations based on the model regulations published by NALC on 8 April 2014. The regulations will be reviewed by members and considered for adoption by the Council at the next meeting.
9. Community Forum
The Shipston Comunity Forum will meet on the following dates and members agreed to attend as indicated :

Tuesday 09 September 2014
Pillerton Priors Village Hall
P Jennings & P Gregory-Hood

Tuesday 09 December 2014
Venue to be confirmed

K Osborne & D Sutherland

Tuesday 10 March 2014

Shipston High School

K Osborne & G Jones

10. Planning

The Clerk informed the meeting that the following two planning applications had been received :

14/01194/FUL

4 Goldicote Road, Loxley

14/01586/FUL 

Home Farm, Loxley
P Jennings proposed that no representation be made in respect of both applications. The proposal was seconded by K Osborne and passed unanimously.
G Jones announced that a team of three volunteers had come forward to offer their services to the Council. They will initially meet to discuss the development of a Neighbourhood Development Plan. Their findings will be submitted to the Council and considered for adoption.






11. Playing Field and Playground

P Jennings reported that an action plan to to remedy the issues reported in the recent playground inspection had been prepared and a team of 12 volunteers had begun work. It is planned that the outstanding matters be completed by 31 August 2014.

P Jennings reported that a presentation had been made at the Annual Parish Meeting concerning the provision of three new items of equipment for the playground. G Jones expressed concern that the demographic of children who would be likely to use the playground had not been accurately measured and in the absence of understanding how well used the existing playing facilities are used made it difficult to support a proposal for further spending.

P Jennings proposed that £4000.00 be allocated from reserves to purchase this equipment. The proposal was seconded by P Gregory-Hood and supported by D Sutherland. K Osborne and G Jones abstained from voting. The proposal was therefore passed.  
12. Correspondence

A letter has been received from the chairman of the steering committee responsible for developing a Neighbourhood Development Plan in Wellesbourne, offering to attend a Council meeting to discuss their experiences and offer advice.  This would be looked into further by G Jones and the working party looking into neighbourhood planning. 
13. Any Other Business

I Seccombe mentioned that Stratford District Council should have consulted with the Council concerning the Arden Heath Farm development in Tiddington.

The Clerk requested authority to purchase a copy of Microsoft Office as this is required to discharge the duties of the office of Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. P Jennings opposed the request, suggesting that this should not be provided by the Council. G Jones suggested that the Clerk should report the cost of the software to the next meeting.
14. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 22 September 2014 at 7:30 pm at 

Loxley School.

The meeting closed at 22:00.
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