LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL 

ON 19 May 2014 AT 7:30 PM
PRESENT:

P Morris (Chairman), G Jones (Chairman Elect), P Jennings, K Osborne, 



P Gregory-Hood and I Seccombe.

IN ATTENDANCE:
R.D. Armstrong (Clerk)

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

P Morris opened the meeting in his capacity as retiring Chairman. The first order of  business

was to elect a new Chairman and P Morris invited the meeting to propose a candidate for this office.

P Gregory-Hood proposed that G Jones be elected Chairman and K Osborne seconded the proposal.

G Jones was elected unanimously and took the chair.

2. CHAIRMANS DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

G Jones signed the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office and this was witnessed by the Clerk.
3. APOLOGIES
I Seccombe apologised that she would be attending the meeting but would be delayed. 

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2014 were read and approved as a correct record.

6. MATTERS ARISING
6.1 Traffic Calming
The Clerk reported that discussions had been initiated with County Highways to identify the location and type of illuminated speed warning signs to be installed in the village. An assessment will be required to consider the safety of the locations we are considering for signs to be installed. County Highways can carry out these assessments, and meet with the Council to walk around the village to advise on suitable locations etc, if you wish. There would be a small charge of around £200 for this exercise.

P Jennings suggested that the matter be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting to better understand village opinion on the installation of such signs.

7. CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR

K Osborne reported that he had spoken to several parishioners to recruit a new councillor. The skills and qualities of the candidates being considered for the role resulted in P Gregory-Hood proposing that Deborah Sutherland be co-opted to the Council and K Osborne seconded the proposal which was agreed with one abstention.

8. FINANCE

8.1 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2 May 2014, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £19952.33 held with Lloyds TSB Bank.

The following payments were approved :

John Lucas



Resurfacing of Mudd Lane


£960.72

Thomas Fox Landscaping

Grass Mowing




  £72.00

WALC




Membership fee




£118.00

The Play Inspection Company

Playground Inspection



  £90.00
8.2 Retrospective Confirmation of Payment
The Council confirmed retrospectively the following payments that had been made since the last meeting :
Colin Sheasby



Remedial  tree works 



£816.00

R D Armstrong



Stamps





  £30.00

8.3 Risk Assessment and Management Framework

The Clerk presented the Risk Assessment and Management Framework report for consideration by the Council. The contents of the report were considered and P Gregory-Hood proposed that the framework be approved and this was seconded by K Osborne. The Council approved the Risk Assessement and Management Policy Framework. The Framework will be reviewed and considered by the Council annually.
8.4 Internal Audit

The Clerk presented a letter from the internal auditor confirming that he had examined the financial records and minutes of the Council for the year ended 31 March 2014 and had no recommendations to make.
8.5 Annual Accounts & Annual Return
The Clerk presented the annual accounts for the year ended 31 March 2014. P Gregory-Hood proposed that the annual accounts be approved and this was seconded by K Osborne. The accounts were approved by the Council.

The Clerk presented the Annual Return and Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2014 which summarises the accounts. P Gregory-Hood proposed that the Annual Return and Governance Statement be approved and this was seconded by K Osborne. The Annual Return and Governance Statement were approved by the Council.

8.6 Insurance

The Clerk presented quotations from three insurance companies who each provided quotations for annual and three yearly commitments:

Aon

£396.61

£377.06

Aviva

£405.84

£385.55

Zurich

£431.29

£408.04 
P Gregory-Hood proposed that the three yearly quotation from Aon be accepted and this was seconded by K Osborne. 

9. Planning

G Jones informed the meeting that planning application 14/00851/FUL submitted by Mrs M Steane in respect of Fox Cottage had been supported by the Council. The vote was tied, given the lack of a casting vote from the chair.

10. Housing Needs Survey

G Jones reported that the Housing Needs Survey results had been received from WRCC and will be presented to the Annual Village Meeting on 21 May 2014. Phil Ward will be invited to the next Council meeting on 7 July 2014. G Jones will publish the results on the village web site.

11. Playing Field and Playground 
The playground underwent an annual inspection on 23 April 2014. Several low risk items requiring attention were noted in the report. P Jennings will prepare an action plan to implement the recommendations of the report by 31 May 2014.

P Jennings will invite interested parishioners to join an informal group who will work to keep the playground tidy and well maintained.

The Clerk reminded members that the Council’s insurance policy required any issues highlighted in the playground inspection to be rectified within 60 days of the preparation of the report.

P Gregory-Hood felt that minor matters such as those mentioned in the report did not warrant the expense associated with their implementation. K Osborne disagreed and felt that any safety issue should be dealt with as a priority in order to eliminate the possibility of injury to a child.

12. Correspondence
Wellesbourne Parish Council

Neighbourhood Development Plan

Stratford District Council

Wellesbourne Airfield Development 

13. Any Other Business

The Clerk advised I Seccombe that no action had been taken to address the blocked drain or damaged chevron sign in the village. It was suggested that the most recent reminder to Geoff Morris be forwarded to I Seccombe.

The agenda for the forthcoming Annual Village Meeting was discussed. The Clerk will circulate a copy of the agenda to all members.

14. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 7 July 2014 at 7:30 pm at 

Loxley School.

The meeting closed at 10:00 pm.
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