LOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT LOXLEY SCHOOL 

ON 20 January 2014 AT 7:30 PM

PRESENT:     P. Morris, (Chairman), G. Jones, P. Jennings, K. Osborne and I. Seccombe.
IN ATTENDANCE:
R.D. Armstrong (Clerk)
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from P. Gregory Hood.
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the Agenda. 
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting held on 9 December 2013 were read and approved as a correct record.
4. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
5. FINANCE & BUDGET FOR 2014/2015
5.1. The Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that on 2 January 2014, the Parish had reconciled cash funds of £18428.73 held with Lloyds TSB Bank. 
The following payments were approved:
	R D Armstrong
	Clerk’s quarterly salary
	
	
	
	500.00

	CPRE
	Annual subscription
	
	
	
	29.00


5.2 Budget & Precept 2014/2015
The Clerk presented a financial budget for 2014/15 together with the suggested Parish Precept attached to these minutes. The Councillors considered the budget and discussed various aspects of it in detail. P. Morris proposed that the budget and precept should be approved and G. Jones seconded this. The Councillors unanimously approved the Budget and the suggested Precept of £6900. The Clerk was authorised to advise Stratford District Council accordingly.
P. Jennings suggested that the cost of the insurance policy provided by Aon be compared with other offerings on the market. The Clerk will report the outcome of these enquiries at the next meeting.
6. PLANNING
6.1 Planning Applications

No new planning applications or decisions have been received since the last meeting.

Mrs M Steane, owner of Fox Cottage, has indicated that she would like to provide the Council with drawings that will be submitted in connection with a new planning application in respect of her property. These drawings will be reviewed by members and their comments shared with Mrs Steane. 
7. HOUSEHOLD & HOUSING SURVEYS

7.1 Household & Housing Needs Survey

P Jennings informed the meeting that he was awaiting a response from Phil Ward of WRCC concerning the covering letter and survey which has been submitted for approval.
8. Gritting & Snow Warden
The Clerk will enquire whether there are circumstances under which LPC are permitted to grit or salt the highway without breaching the terms of their insurance policy. This question will also be addressed to other insurers when soliciting quotations.
9. Use of Playing Field
P Jennings outlined a proposal to install several items of equipment in the play area. All members present contributed to a discussion regarding the merits of such a proposal, which was not supported in the form presented. G Jones suggested that the census data from 2011 be circulated to better understand the number of children living in the village and their age groups. This information is available on the village web site.
The purchase of equipment aimed at the youngest children could be supported in conjunction with the Friends Of Loxley School. P Jennings will make contact with FOLS to discuss the purchase of equipment.
10. Royal Garden Party
The Clerk advised that WALC have four places available to attend the Royal Garden Party on 

21 May 2014. Nominations are invited from councils who wish to recognise the unstinting service 

of a councillor. No person can be nominated who has attended a Royal Garden Party in the past.
Members are requested to nominate one councillor, not themselves, by email to the Clerk.

11. Correspondence
Warwickshire County Council are making 330 litre compost bins available at no cost to households providing residents attend free home composting workshops which are being held across the county.
12. Any Other Business
12.1 Goldicote Road/Blue Lane Parking Area

Alderminster Parish Council were approached to enlist their support in providing a litter bin on the parking area at the junction of Blue Lane and Goldicote Road. There was little enthusiasm for this project, but their Clerk has written to SDC and Cllr Seccombe in the hope that StreetScene can help.
Matthew Austin, Environmental Maintenance Officer at SDC, has replied suggesting that the litter situation be monitored by a representative from both Parish Councils. P Morris agreed to act as the focal point from LPC.
12.2 Parish Maps

The Clerk mentioned a mapping service offered by Parish Online which is aimed at the mapping needs of parish councils. LPC is licensed under the Ordnance Survey Public Sector Mapping Agreement to access mapping data at no cost and the Parish Online service provides a presentation layer suited to the needs of councils. The service offers the following benefits :

· Recording of parish asset information digitally
· Construct Neighbourhood Plans
· View maps to assist in planning applications
· Show live maps in meetings
· Plan events including safety equipment, exit routes, parking and position of structures
· Map local issues for use in consultations
· Collaborate with the District and County Council more easily
The first year cost will be £57.60 and £33.60 in subsequent years. Prices include VAT.

P Morris proposed that we use the service and G Jones seconded this. The meeting voted on the proposal and it was passed with a 3:1 majority.
13. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 17 March 2014 at 7:30 pm.

at Loxley School. 
The meeting closed at 9:15 pm.
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